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To the Rev. Pestor and Superintendent of
The Riddargholm Church, A, 20 +R rocus/K YR A4,
Stockholm, Sweden.

Keverend Sir:

Quite recently I ceme in possession of a "Souvenir Book" con-
sisting of various botanical and other specimens and among them
the enclosed piece of a flag. tuis letter had been spparently cut
out by the unlnown collector from your Churcn where 1 suppose the.
flags of Charles XII of Sweden sre stillon displey. The inscription
on the paper on which the bit of flag 1s sffixed clearly stetes 1its
origin, and gives the deste, namely July 1884 .

I am sorry that your flag was damaged through the misplesced ardor

of this collector probably long since deceased, and now, after elghty
two years, I am sending it tc you so that it may rest near the

fTag of your great king whence it was removed.

Hsoping to receive if only a brief word of scknowledgment of the
receipt of this scrap of c¢loth, I am,

Sincerely yours, 5
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Jchn Fletcher Hurst.
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Mr. John Fletcher Hurst

Belmont Avenue

Hawlay, Pennsylvania

U.S.4. \

Dear Mr. Pletcher Hurst

By the Riddarholme Kyrkan I have received your kind letter of the 11th
of August 1966 with the enclosed frigment of a trophy, affixed on a
paper,wit¢h ax x has an inscription: "A piece of one of the flags won
by Charles XII in battle. Riddarholm Church, Stockholm, Sweden, July,
1884".

How extremely kind of you to restore the fragment to ue. We\are lucky
to tell you, that among our more than 4.000 trophies we havd found the
one, to which the fragment belongs: Royal Army Museum, Trophy Collectio:
of the Swedish State, no. 21131, of which I enclose a photo.

Descriptions Russian infantry colour, belonging to a company of Peter
Ivanovit) Borisov's regiment of Moscow strelits, Kanufactured before
the 27th of October 1669, when the damaged colour according to the
inscription was restored to its former state. Captured at Saladen
Lishuanis ir. 1703. H, 262 cm, w. now 2684 om. Cloth of silk taffeta;l
with bordure in di’ferent colours. Fringe of silk in seven differenmt .
shades of colours, The medallion in the upper bordure shows Chris! \\
as & young man, as Immanuel, holding the scrodl of the Bidble in his; lef
hand and giving blessings with the right one. The fragmentarily preger-
ved text on the lower bordure shows the dating of the st:.ndard and the
troop, where it belongs. A

"Archangel Michael, frightful leader of armies”, rune in trnnllatioﬂ
the Bussian sxmx inscription accompanying the central motif. The fooegn
]

1
\

for stage effect, exagrerated movements &nd excitement, tyvpical for
west-european buroque, #ives the impression, that this over-radiati
winged rider in hie flight through the doomsday-red, starlighted

are on his way to burat the borders of the representation, losely
description in the Apocalypse is followed of this prince among angels,
whose attributes are the rainbow's arch epringing over his head, the
doomsday's accountbook and fiercely clanging trumpet and oven the
swinging incensory, from which the downfalling fire brings thunder and
other catastrophes in the nature. :

If you will come to Sweden, please lot me know, so I can show you our
collection and the Borisov colour,
With kindest regards

Arne Danielsson
Curator, D», T
Trophy Colleotion of the Swedish State
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Dr,. Arne Danielsson,
Curator, Kungl, Armémuseum,
Stockholm 7,

Dear Dr, Danielsson:

Please excuse this long delay in replying to your kind letter
of Descember 8,1966, due to the fact that I was away 1in Speain
until just recently, and though your communication was properly
forwarded, it was returned here by mistake thus never reaching me
until a few days ago ! I do hope you will pardon this and I wish
to thank you most emphatically for your courtesy and for sending
me s photograph of the Russian infantry eolor ecaptured st the battle
of Saladen, Lithuania, in 1703, with the highly interesting deserip-
tion of its design and symbolism, And how very admirsble to have
located it and the very spot from which the fragment had been cut,
from your 4,000 {tems!

I enclose = ¢lipoing of an article which apreared in e local
newspaper where the reporter selzes this ocecession te digress, semi-
humorously, towards considerations of world improvement. This was
deted August 24, 19%2, when it was thought to be a flag of Charles
XII of Sweden, and/ Sgéretary General Treschow's thoughtful ac-
knowledgment .

I deeply avpreciate your very kind idea to show me your famous
collection and the Bor#ov color, and I would not fail to inform
you 1f should come to Sweden.

-

Thenking you agein R
#ith kindest respects,

A7 — Pa® 1/
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~_~John Fletcher Hurst.

(-~




.......
"

: Hawley, Pa. — fedgenday Moining, August 24, 1966
£

- A'bit of Sweden’s history has
n_ restored and a Hawley
man_ has a letter of thanks from
the offige of the Marshal of the
rJRealm: of Sweden: — all because
ijof the -collecting ardor of .a
™ -|European. traveler in July 1884,
J._ Fletcher Hurst of Hawley
recently came in possession of
“Souvenir Book” consisting of f
various . botanical - and other
specimens gathered by an an-||
cester on a tour of - Europe 82}
ijyears ago. Among the souvenirs
| ¥as a piece of a flag, and the/
.[page. on which it was mounted
indicated it was from a flag of
Charles XII of Sweden which
had besn on display at Riddar.|:
holms-kyrkan in Stockholm.
Believing . that his ancestor|,
had overstepped the bounds of

o
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o

fa letter of ap for the
;niigplhceq?:{tdor" o! the collec-
r. ‘ :

Within 10 days he had a let
ter of appreciation. from one

Ishal of the Realm of 8wed§n,

Thus the face of the “Ugly|
American” — which most of
us_-thought ;asé‘: ;vtm)ducti of})
fuore yecent vintage — received
‘tojch of bei,hﬁf.igaﬁon. ,Th_ef
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Fragmentet 1966 lagt i kuvert jimte den ej konserverade duken.




